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3. Course Timetable 
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Psychology 1A: Course timetable - 2017 

Week Dates 
Lecture 1 Lecture 2 Lecture 3  

Textbook* Tutorial** Assessment (pg. 11-16) 
S = set; D = due; R = return Mon 9am or Mon 6pm Weds 12pm or Weds 6pm Thurs 11am or Thurs 6pm 

1 27 Feb - 
3 March 

Introduction / Administration Clinical Perspectives Psych. Perspectives 
1     

Dr Tom Beesley Scientia Prof. Richard Bryant Prof. Simon Killcross 

2 6 - 10 
March 

Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology 
10 Intro Tutorial  ILS for Psychology (S) 

Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond 

3 13 - 17 
March 

Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology 
10 Developmental  Psychology in the media (S) 

Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond 

4 20 - 24 
March 

Social Psychology Social Psychology Social Psychology 
13 Writing skills 

(Lab)    
Scientia Prof. Joe Forgas  Scientia Prof. Joe Forgas  Scientia Prof. Joe Forgas  

5 27 - 31 
March 

Social Psychology Social Psychology Social Psychology 13  Social ILS for Psychology (D) 
Building a rationale (S) Dr Lisa Williams  Dr Lisa Williams  Dr Lisa Williams  

6 3 - 7 
April 

6



Page 6 of 21 
 

4. Aims of the Course 
This course introduces the content and methods of psychology as a basic science, with emphasis on the 
social bases of behaviour. After an initial review of the historical foundations for the scientific study of 
human behaviour, several specific topics related to the social aspects of human behaviour are discussed. 
Specific topics covered in this course include: development, theories of personality, theories of 
consciousness, and social influences on behaviour. In addition, training in the methods of psychological 
inquiry is also provided. 

 
5. Student Learning Outcomes 
Psychology 1A (PSYC1001) introduces the content and methods of psychology as a basic science, with an 
emphasis on the social bases of behaviour. By the end of thisf7h9.12cn2 T 0.386 0 229 024 0 Td
(d)T0.004 37.422 0 Td
( )Tjw 0.229 Tw 0.7n
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6. Graduate Attributes 
The student learning outcomes (SLOs) outlined in Section 5 provide focal points to demonstrate and 
measure students’ progress towards attainment of six distinct psychology Graduate Attributes (GAs) as 
indexed by Australian Psychological Accreditation Council (APAC), i.e., the capacities or attributes that 
undergraduate students of psychology can develop during their time at university. The table below shows 
how Psychology 1A provides education in, and assessment of, the GAs. Level refers to level of knowledge, 
skill and attitude acquisition where 1 = introductory; 2 = intermediate; and 3 = final. 
GA 1: Core knowledge 
and understanding Level Form/s of Assessment Learning and Teaching Strategies 

Individual differences in 
capacity and behaviour, 
testing and assessment and 
personality 
 

1 Mid-semester and/or 
final examination 
(MCQ) 

6 lectures (+ relevant textbook readings), 1 
tutorial on personality + 1 tutorial on 
intelligence and critical thinking 

Health psychology 1 Mid-semester and/or 
final examination 
(MCQ) 

3 lectures (+ relevant textbook readings) + 
1 tutorial 
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Design and conduct basic 
studies to address 
psychological questions; 
frame research questions; 
undertake literature 
searches; critically analyse 
theoretical and empirical 
studies; formulate testable 
hypotheses; operationalize 
variables; choose an 
appropriate methodology; 
make valid and reliable 
measurements; analyse 
data and interpret results; 
and write research reports 
 

1 Training in literature 
search and the critical 
evaluation of current 
research will be 
achieved through the 
ILS, Psych. in the 
media assignments. In 
addition, training in 
the formulation of 
testable hypotheses is 
provided by the 
Building a rationale 
assignment.  
 
Further training on 
conducting research 
work is provided in 
PSYC1111 and in L2 
and L3 courses.  

One tutorial devoted to writing skills and 
an introduction to report writing in the 
Building a rationale assignment. 

GA 3: Critical thinking 
skills Level Form/s of Assessment Learning and Teaching Strategies 

Apply knowledge of the 
scientific method in thinking 
about problems relating to 
behaviour and mental 
processes 

1 Building a rationale 
assignment 

Addressed in class discussion throughout 
tutorials 

Question claims that arise 
from myth, stereotype, 
pseudoscience or untested 
assumptions 

1 Psychology in the 
media assignment  

Specific tutorials, e.g., fundamental 
attribution error and more broadly in 
lectures 

Recognise and defend 
against the major fallacies 
of human thinking 
 

1 Mid-semester and 
Final examination  

Specific tutorials, e.g., fundamental 
attribution error, and more broadly in 
lectures 

GA 4: Values, research 
and professional ethics Level 
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material. If you regularly read the textbook you are likely to develop a broad appreciation of the methods and 
content of psychology.  

The textbook is available at the University Bookshop. The Lilienfeld text is the only required reading for this 
course, but students may find the other material useful, especially if considering taking Psychology in 2nd and 3rd 
years. The same textbook will be used for PSYC1011 in Semester 2, 2017. 
 
Lecture Schedule 
The lecture topics, lecturers and relevant required reading from the textbook for 2017 are presented in the 
Psychology 1A: Course timetable – 2017 (p.5).  It is a good idea to keep this timetable handy and refer to it 
often. 

Attendance at lectures 

For the content areas covered in this course the primary source of information is the lectures. That is, the 
textbook supplements the lectures rather than the lectures supplementing the textbook.  

If you have chosen to enrol in the web-based lecture (Class No. 9396), you are required to listen to all Echo360 
lecture recordings made available on Moodle following each lecture. Lectures are streamed via Echo360 on 
Moodle and will not be available as podcasts. Lecture notes will also be available on Moodle either before or 
shortly after the lecture. 
 
You are reminded that, at the moment, we cannot guarantee that Echo360 lectures will always work. 
Background noise or technical difficulties may result in poor recording. Moreover, technical difficulties can 
sometimes lead to lectures not being recorded at all. If a lecture fails to record properly on Echo360, it is still 
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Tutorial Changes 
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9. Assessment 
 Course Requirements 

The basic requirements of this course are as follows: 

�x Attendance at three one-hour lectures per week. 
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Building a rationale (16%) 
Writing research reports in any area of science is an essential skill that reflects your ability to synthesise 
empirical (research-based) material and report your conclusions clearly and concisely. It is an exercise that 
requires a considerable level of both theoretical and conceptual understanding and critical analysis. 

This written assignment focuses on the presentation of a short, coherent literature review and the careful 
development of a rationale for future experimentation. This exercise is designed to allow you to become 
familiar with the first step in the formal reporting style of psychological research, including the basic 
elements of effective and efficient scientific communication, and to further develop your information 
literacy skills.  

You will take part in 
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9.3 Submission and Collection of Assessments 

Submission  

Unless directed otherwise, all written work (including assignments, reports and the like) must be BOTH (1) 
uploaded to the appropriate Turnitin link on the Moodle Course site, AND ALSO, (2) emailed to your tutor. 
Your assignment will not be considered officially submitted until it has been both uploaded to Moodle and 
emailed to your tutor. Do not leave it to the last minute – online submissions are susceptible to a number 
of computer malfunctions. Barring a system-wide failure of the Moodle or Turnitin systems, it is your 
responsibility to allow sufficient time to submit your assignment.    

(1) Online Submission via Turnitin: You should upload your assignment via the appropriate Turnitin link on 
the Moodle website. The exact title and location of the Turnitin link for a given assignment will be provided 
when the assignment is distributed. After submitting your assignment via the Turnitin link, you should save 
a copy/screenshot of the electronic receipt (e.g., “print screen”); you may be asked to produce it at a later 
date. The official date and time of submission will be taken as the date and time at which the assignment 
was uploaded to Turnitin.  

(2) Emailing the Assignment to your Tutor: You must email your tutor a copy of your assignment within 1 
hour of submitting it to Turnitin. This emailed version will be used as a backup in case there are any 
problems with the Turnitin version. The version of the assignment you email to your tutor must be identical 
to the version you submitted to Turnitin. You must email your assignment from your official UNSW email 
account. Be sure to attach your assignment to the email, as either a Word or PDF file. Be sure to a keep a 
copy of your email for you own records - you may be asked to produce it at a later date. You must include 
the following information in the body of the email to your tutor.  

 
Course ID (PSYC1001))
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9.4 Feedback on Assessments 

Marking of Assessments 

Your report will be marked by one of the Psychology 1A tutors. All of the tutors are experienced markers, 
and will have the same approach to marking the content of each report, determined by discussion and 
consultation at regular tutors’ meetings.  

Re-marks 

If you are dissatisfied with the feedback that you receive for your written work, you must contact your 
tutor, who will arrange a time to discuss this in person. After meeting with your tutor, if you are still 
dissatisfied, you may apply for reassessment by completing a form available from UNSW Student Central. 
You are required to give reasons to justify your request and you will need to pay a fee. Where insufficient 
reasons are given, the Assessment Executive Committee of the Faculty or Board may decline to take action. 
Please note that marks may be increased or decreased as a consequence of a re-mark. The application form 
must be submitted no later than 15 working days after the return of the piece of work. 

You must keep all marked work that is returned to you in case it is needed for re-marking. 

 
 

9.5 Extensions 

It is the School’s policy not to provide extensions for written work unless there is a medical certificate 
accompanying a specific request, or exceptional compassionate grounds.  Pressure of other academic or 
non-academic work will not qualify you for an extension.  If you are experiencing difficulties in meeting the 
deadlines, please talk to your tutor or Course Administrator before the piece of work is due. 

Failure to meet the submission deadlines will be penalised. It is the School's policy never to accept reports 
after others have been returned (i.e., once feedback on the assignment has been released to other 
students).  

For reports submitted late without acceptable reason, but submitted before other marked reports are 
returned, a penalty of 2% will be deducted for each day it is overdue (including weekend days). A 'day', in 
this context, refers to 24 hours; thus if an assignment is due on Friday at 4pm and you submit it on 
Saturday at 5pm, you will be penalized 4% for being 2 days late (i.e., 25 hours late). The date/time stamp on 
the Turnitin copy will be used to determine whether or not a report is overdue. Late submissions may not 
receive detailed feedback. 

To apply for an extension you should submit an application through MyUNSW, see detailed instructions for 
‘special consideration’ in Section 9.6 of this course outline. Please take note that you will need to attach 
third party supporting documentation to your application, and documentation dated after the submission 
date may not be accepted. 

 

 
9.6 Special Consideration 

If you find that unexpected short-term illness, misadventure, or other circumstances beyond your control 
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If your application is on the grounds of unexpected short-term illness, the original documents should 
include a Professional Authority form, which has been completed by a medical practitioner. For further 
information and to download the Professional Authority form, go to: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/uploads/group47/forms/ProfessionalAuthority.pdf  

 

9.7 Supplementary Assessment and Exams 

Supplementary Assessment 

A supplementary assessment is an additional assessment that may be provided to a student who, due to 
extenuating special circumstances, failed or was unable to complete an initial assessment. The form of 
supplementary assessment need not be identical to the original assessment but will assess the same 
learning outcomes. 

If Special Consideration is approved, a supplementary assessment will be offered to any student who fails 
an assessment task. The mark awarded for the assessment task will be based solely on the supplementary 
assessment. 

For students in the final semester of their program and who have failed an assessment task, one 
supplementary assessment will be offered in cases where passing the task would result in passing the 
course and completing the program. For such cases, in the absence of Special Consideration, the mark 
awarded for the supplementary assessment will be capped at 50% of the value of the assessment task. 

A supplementary exam is one type of supplementary assessment. For furthecaT1
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confidentiality; information you 
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You will receive 4% course credit once you complete the required 6 points of participation. Please note that 
your final point balance will incorporate both studies that you have completed AND any penalties for failure 
to attend. In addition, you may choose to complete additional research participation for bonus credit. Up to 
6 additional points can earn you a maximum 4% course credit (e.g., 3 additional points = 2% course credit). 

Many students wait until the final weeks of teaching to complete their research participation. We strongly 
advise against this strategy as there will be limited research opportunities available. Try to space out your 
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The Moodle page is the online website resource for PSYC1001. You should check the Moodle site 
regularly for important information and updates. 





http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
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