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Aims of the Course 
Lectures 

This course deals with the scientific study of developmental change in human behaviour and thought.  The 
lectures will present an advanced-level coverage of current methods, findings and theories relating to 
developmental change in a number of key areas of cognition, perception, 



 
 
Graduate Attributes 

School of Psychology 
Graduate Attributes* 

Level of 
Focus 
0 = No focus 
1 = Minimal 
2 = Minor 
3 = Major 

Activities/Assessment 

1. Core knowledge and 
understanding 

3 
Participation in lectures & labs – assessed in two exams and a 
research proposal.  Learning is directed towards forming an 

* The Graduate Attributes of the Australian Undergraduate Psychology Program was produced as part of the Carrick 



advanced understanding of the major concepts, theoretical 
perspectives, empirical findings, and historical trends in multiple 
aspects of developmental 



Course Schedule: Lectures 

Week 
Lecture 
Dates 

Lecture Topic & Lecturer 
Suggested Readings (see 
reading list for details) 

1.1 
28-Jul 

Course Introduction/Methods for studying early 
development (JR/BH) 

NA 

1.2 30-Jul Prenatal development (JR) Moore et al., (2015) 
2.1 4-Aug Brain development (JR) Nelson et al., (2006) 
2.2 6-Aug Developmental Plasticity (JR) Pascalis et al., (2014) 
3.1 11-Aug Early Experience (JR) Marshall (2014) 
3.2 13-Aug Ecological Approach to perceptual development 1 (BS) Bertenthal (1996) 

Gibson 1988 
Werner (1956) 

4.1 
18-Aug Ecological Approach to perceptual development 2 (BS) 

4.2 20-Aug Separation and integration of sensory information 1 (BS) Deroy609. T
Q
q
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Assessment 

Assessment Task Weight 
Word 
Limit 

Learning 
Outcomes 
Assessed 

Graduate 
Attributes 
Assessed 

Date of Feedback 

Release Submission Who When How 

Weekly writing. Before each lab in Weeks 3-9 and 11-
12 you will complete a short writing exercise. These 
exercises will require you to think critically about 
published work or practice writing short sections of an 
APA report. Each of the 8 pieces is worth 1% of your 
final grade. There is a 2% bonus for completing them 
all.  

10% NA 2, 3, 4, 5 2, 3, 4, 5 
Due in labs within 15 minutes of the 

commencement of the class.  
No late submissions are accepted. 

Tutor 
During labs 
Weeks 3-9, 

11-12 
Verbal 

Midsession Quiz (multiple choice). This exam will test 
your factual knowledge of and critical reasoning skills 
related to lecture material, assigned readings, and lab



1. Expected Resources for Students 
TEXTBOOKS There is no required text for this course 

http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/psychology


• How can Elise help me? 

ELISE (Enabling Library & Information Skills for Everyone) is an online tutorial to help you understand how 
to find and use information for your assignments or research. It will help you to search databases, identify 
good quality information and write assignments. It will also help you understand plagiarism and how to 
avoid it. All undergraduate students have to review the ELISE tutorial in their first semester and complete 
the quiz, but any student can review it to improve their knowledge: 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise 

• What is Turnitin? 

Turnitin is a chec

http://teaching.unsw.edu.au/turnitin
http://www.unsw.edu.au/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf


http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
mailto:cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
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