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1. Information	
  about	
  the	
  Course	
  	
  
 
Year	
  of	
  Delivery/	
  Session(s)	
  Offered	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  2014	
  Session	
  1	
  
Course	
  Code/	
  Name	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  PSYC3221	
  Vision	
  and	
  Brain	
  
Academic	
  Unit	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  School	
  of	
  Psychology	
  
Level	
  of	
  Course	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Stage	
  3	
  elective	
  course	
  
Units	
  of	
  Credit	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  6	
  UOC	
  
Hours	
  per	
  Week	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  4	
  	
  
Number	
  of	
  Weeks	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  12	
  weeks	
  	
  
Commencement	
  Date	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Lectures	
  start	
  in	
  Week	
  1	
  (first	
  lecture	
  on	
  3/3/2014)



 

     

2 
3.	
  Course	
  Description	
  and	
  Aims	
  
	
  
Course	
  Description:	
  

“Attempts	
  to	
  construct	
  computer	
  models	
  for	
  the	
  recognition	
  and	
  interpretation	
  of	
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3. Developed	
  advanced	
  critical	
  
thinking	
  skills,	
  enabling	
  you	
  to:	
  	
  

	
  
3.1. Apply	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  scientific	
  method	
  in	
  thinking	
  about	
  

perceptual	
  problems	
  
3.2. Question	
  claims	
  that	
  arise	
  from	
  myth,	
  stereotype,	
  pseudo-­‐science	
  

or	
  untested	
  assumptions	
  
3.3. Evaluate	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  information,	
  including	
  differentiating	
  

between	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  empirical	
  evidence	
  and	
  differentiating	
  
evidence	
  from	
  speculation	
  

3.4. Critically	
  analyse	
  theoretical	
  and	
  empirical	
  studies	
  
3.5. Identify	
  and	
  evaluate	
  the	
  source	
  and	
  context	
  of	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  

visual	
  perception	
  phenomena	
  (for	
  example,	
  visual	
  illusions,	
  
aftereffects,	
  adaptation,	
  crowding,	
  seeing	
  the	
  forest	
  before	
  the	
  
trees,	
  etc.)	
  

3.6. Evaluate	
  phenomena	
  in	
  visual	
  perception	
  using	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  
different	
  theoretical	
  and	
  methodological	
  approaches.	
  

3.7. Demonstrate	
  creative	
  and	
  pragmatic	
  problem-­‐solving	
  
3.8. Use	
  reasoning	
  and	
  evidence	
  to	
  recognise,	
  develop,	
  defend,	
  and	
  

criticise	
  arguments	
  and	
  persuasive	
  appeals	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

4. Developed	
  an	
  advanced	
  
appreciation	
  of	
  values,	
  
research	
  and	
  professional	
  
ethics,	
  including	
  the	
  ability	
  to:	
  

	
  
4.1. Use	
  information	
  in	
  an	
  ethical	
  manner	
  
4.2. Exhibit	
  a	
  scientific	
  attitude	
  in	
  critically	
  thinking	
  about	
  phenomena	
  

in	
  visual	
  perception.	
  
4.3. Evaluate	
  psychologists’	
  behaviour	
  in	
  psychological	
  research	
  in	
  

relation	
  to	
  the	
  Australian	
  Psychological	
  Society	
  Code	
  of	
  Ethics	
  and	
  
the	
  complementary	
  Ethical	
  guidelines.	
  

4.4. Promote	
  evidence-­‐based	
  approaches	
  to	
  understanding	
  perceptual	
  
phenomena	
  and	
  their	
  application	
  

4.5. Collaborate	
  effectively	
  in	
  small	
  groups:	
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7.	
  Course	
  Schedule	
  -­‐	
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Week/Date	
  
	
  

	
  
Lecture	
  Topic	
  &	
  Lecturer	
  
	
  

	
  
Suggested	
  Readings	
  
	
  

7/	
  
Mon	
  14	
  April	
  
Wed	
  16	
  April	
  

Mid-­‐level	
  processing	
  streams	
  
(Damien)	
  

	
  
Ungerleider,	
  L.	
  &	
  Pasternak,	
  T.	
  (2004)	
  Ventral	
  and	
  dorsal	
  
cortical	
  processing	
  streams.	
  In	
  L.M.	
  Chalupa	
  &	
  J.S.	
  Werner	
  
(Eds.)	
  The	
  Visual	
  Neurosciences.	
  MIT	
  Press.	
  
	
  
Roe,	
  A.	
  W.,	
  Chelazzi,	
  L.,	
  Connor,	
  C.	
  E.,	
  Conway,	
  B.	
  R.,	
  Fujita,	
  I.,	
  
Gallant,	
  J.	
  L.,	
  Lu,	
  H.	
  &	
  Vanduffel,	
  W.	
  (2012)	
  Toward	
  a	
  unified	
  
theory	
  of	
  visual	
  area	
  V4.	
  Neuron,	
  74,	
  12-­‐29.	
  
	
  
Kourtzi,	
  Z.,	
  Krekelberg,	
  B.	
  &	
  van	
  Wezel,	
  R.	
  J.	
  A.	
  (2008)	
  Linking	
  
form	
  and	
  motion	
  in	
  the	
  primate	
  brain.	
  Trends	
  Cogn	
  Sci,	
  12,	
  
230-­‐236.	
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8.	
  Course	
  Schedule	
  -­‐	
  Tutorials	
  
 

	
  
Week/Date	
  

	
  
Tutorial/Lab	
  Content	
   Assessment	
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9.	
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10 
and	
   alternative	
   assessment	
  materials	
  may	
  be	
   in	
   a	
   different	
   format	
   from	
   the	
  original	
  
(i.e.	
   short	
   answers	
   instead	
   of	
   MC	
   questions,	
   oral	
   examination	
   instead	
   of	
   written	
  
examination	
  etc).	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  original	
  and	
  deferred	
  assessment	
  materials	
  may	
  also	
  
differ	
   in	
   the	
   specific	
   content,	
   although	
   overall	
   both	
   will	
   be	
   sampled	
   for	
   the	
   same	
  
relevant	
  course	
  material.	
  	
  
	
  

 
 
10.	
  	
  Additional	
  Resources	
  and	
  Support	
  	
  
	
  
Textbook	
  and	
  readings:	
  
There	
  is	
  no	
  textbook	
  set	
  for	
  this	
  course.	
  	
  The	
  course	
  is	
  organized	
  around	
  review	
  articles	
  taken	
  from	
  journals	
  
such	
  as	
  Trends	
  in	
  Neuroscience,	
  Trends	
  in	
  Cognitive	
  Science,	
  Annual	
  Review	
  of	
  Neuroscience,	
  Vision	
  Research,	
  
Current	
   Biology,	
   Nature,	
   Nature	
   Neuroscience	
   or	
   similar.	
   These	
   articles	
   can	
   be	
   downloaded	
   via	
   the	
   UNSW	
  
Library	
  holdings	
  or	
  from	
  the	
  course	
  Moodle	
  website.	
  
	
  
Course	
  Website	
  and	
  Recordings	
  
Lecture	
  notes	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  course	
  website	
  located	
  at	
  the	
  UNSW	
  Moodle	
  server	
  
(moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au),	
  but	
  this	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  seen	
  as	
  being	
  a	
  substitute	
  for	
  the	
  lecture	
  itself	
  because	
  
important	
  details	
  may	
  be	
  given	
  in	
  the	
  lecture	
  that	
  are	
  not	
  found	
  in	
  these	
  notes.	
  Please	
  note	
  that	
  due	
  to	
  
copyright	
  restrictions	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  always	
  possible	
  to	
  post	
  copies	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  materials	
  covered	
  in	
  lectures.	
  	
  
	
  
Recorded	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  lectures	
  will	
  be	
  posted	
  there	
  as	
  well.	
  Please	
  note	
  that	
  due	
  to	
  unforseen	
  errors	
  in	
  the	
  
central	
  Echo	
  recording	
  system,	
  some	
  lectures	
  never	
  get	
  recorded	
  or	
  are	
  recorded	
  badly.	
  Consequently,	
  do	
  not	
  
rely	
  on	
  these	
  as	
  your	
  main	
  source	
  of	
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This	
  guide	
  contains	
  School	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  relevant	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  enrolled	
  in	
  undergraduate	
  or	
  
Masters	
  psychology	
  courses,	
  such	
  as:	
  

• Attendance	
  requirements;	
  
• Assignment	
  submissions	
  and	
  returns;	
  
• Assessments;	
  
• Special	
  consideration	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  illness	
  or	
  misadventure;	
  
• Student	
  Code	
  of	
  Conduct;	
  
• Student	
  complaints	
  and	
  grievances;	
  
• Student	
  Equity	
  and	
  Disability	
  Unit;	
  and	
  
• 
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14. UNSW	
  Academic	
  Honesty	
  and	
  Plagiarism	
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